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Dear Sir or Madam: 

Applicant is in receipt of the Examiner's Answer, dated January 28, 2003. In 
response to the new points raised by the Examiner, Applicant replies as follows. 

The Hand reference, in particular the disclosure of Fig. 5, teaches body members 41 
and 42 joined at contact area 44 such that they form a rounded outer edge section 45. The 
Examiner averred, from the illustrations of Fig. 2 and, more specifically, Fig. 5 in Hand, that 
the faces 41 and 42 and hollow interior cavity 57 are "clearly oval" and are therefore formed 
by elliptical surfaces. 

It is again respectfully submitted that the argument of elliptical inner and outer 
surfaces in Hand is no more than an unsupported imputation of structure which is not present. 
The Examiner's position that the cutaway side views make clear that the surfaces in Hand are 
oval, and therefore elliptical in nature. Applicant clearly disagrees on this point. It is further 
submitted, contrary to the Examiner's opinion, that one of ordinary skill in the art would not 
be led to believe that the rounded surfaces in Hand are elliptical in cross section. It is further 
respectfully submitted that a rounded surface, to the extent that the Hand reference discloses 
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this, does not anticipate or render obvious the features of elHptical surfaces. This is a focal 
difference in position between Apphcant and the Examiner as to claim 1 . 

As again has been repeatedly stated herein, the key feature of the inner and outer 
elliptical configurations (as also discussed in reference to the different ratios established by 
these inner and outer configurations in claims 3, 5-8 and 10) is to create the outward and 
centrifugal forces necessary to establish the desired gyroscopic effect of the water skipping 
article and to thereby increase the individual incidences of the article contacting the water 
surface. The Examiner's comments in his answer appear to ignore this argument presented in 
Applicant' brief, namely that Applicant has failed to provide evidence of a new and 
unexpected result obtained from the particularly claimed dimensions. 

Instead, the Examiner states, on page 5 of the answer, that the statement of gyroscopic 
effect does not demonstrate any evidence that the dimensions recited provide a new and 
unexpected result and it would appear that the dimensions and shape as taught by Hand 
would accomplish similar purposes. In response. Applicant can only once again state that the 
above-argued distinctions, i.e., the outward centrifugal (gyroscopic) effects created by the 
inner and outer elliptical configurations, are among the new and "unexpected" results of the 
claimed elliptical configuration recited in independent claim 1 and that such is not inferred 
from the disclosure and teachings of Hand. 

It is also again submitted that the hydroplaning disk of Glovak, while teaching a 
biodegradable material, does not teach or suggest the use of such a material in the device in 
Hand, particularly in view of Hand specifically teaching, in column 2, lines 36-40, that the 
material is constructed of a plastic, hard rubber or metal. Finally, it is again reiterated that the 
differences in the elliptical ratios recited in the dependent claims of the present application. 
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and the general disclosure of rounded surfaces in Hand, do not amount to an obvious and 
unpatentable modification as averred by the Examiner. 

For these reasons, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner's rejections of the 
claims be reversed. 
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